	  

	  
		
	  
	

			Cup thrillers! 

The second round of the respective Divisional Cup competitions of the Liverpool & District Table Tennis League produced some spirited performances from the 5 teams of the Club that were in action.
The Divisional Cup competition is a straight knock out tournament between the teams of a single division of the L&DTTL. With each of the 5 divisions having its own competition. The Club had 5 teams through to Round 2 of the respective competitions, interestingly enough 1 team in each divisional competition. There were some great matches as the brief reports below show. And the great news is that we still have 3 teams remaining in the tournaments after this week's activity!
The 1st team of Ken Jackson (captain), Tony Kendall and Fred Bainbridge were in action in the Division 1 Cup, facing an away match with the current reigning champions of the League, Fords Table Tennis Club. Although Fords don't seem to be quite the force this year that they were last, nevertheless the Bath Street team faced a tough ordeal if they were to reach the semi-finals. A late change to the team saw Colin Mitchell replace Tony Kendall in the line up, and the match had to be switched to Marine. 
When it comes to playing Bath St however, Fords always seem to bring out some of their biggest guns! And this match was no exception with Keith Williams making a rare appearance in the Fords line up. At least the one spectator, Keith Dudley, got to see some of the league's top players in action, albeit fairly briefly. Our Chairman says concerning the match, "nothing special to report on the games", Fords proceeding to despatch the Bath St team in straight sets 5:0! 



		Great play and outcomes in the cup 
The C Team of Dave Stoddern (captain), Rob Peat and Colin Mitchell faced their first entry into the Division 2 competition, having obtained a bye through Round 1. They faced an away draw against Crosby High C, fellow strugglers in division 2. And what a match this proved to be, played in a great spirit. With No.1 'Bruce' Peat on his first day back from holiday in Australia the captain decided to bring in a substitute for the match, just in case 'Bruce' got stuck in a billabong and was delayed. As it turned out Rob was in good time, and amazingly, fit to play! very sportingly, captain Dave dropped himself from the line and allowed substitute Sam Pierce - well known to the Crosby team - to play. And an inspired decision it proved to be. The home No.1 Matthew Laird proved a little too strong for the Bath St players although he had to go all the way to the 5th end to overcome Rob. But the key set of the night was undoubtedly set 6 with Colin Mitchell facing Roger Neal at a time when Bath St were 3:2 down. this proved to be a great tactical battle going back and forth with Colin finally winning it at 12:10 in the fifth end. 3:3. The next set saw Bath St go ahead for the second time in the match with Rob seeing off Sylvia Graham after a shaky start in the first game. 3:4 to the visitors. Matty Laird then evened the match for the home side, placing the match outcome on the shoulders of the young substitute Sam Pierce. But he held his nerve. Sam always had the upper hand and played a great controlled game to take the set 3:1. Game set and match to Bath St 4:5. A place in the semi-finals beckons.

The match in the Division 3 Cup featuring Bath St D (captain Brian Crolley, Andy Cheung and Mal Kent) at home to Arriva North West seemed like a case of 'deja vous'! Let me explain why! In the 1st round of the Division 3 Cup the clubs E Team lost 4:5 at home to Marconi. In the 2nd Round, the D Team lost at home by the same margin, 4:5 to Arriva! But what a match, the star was the visiting No.2 Derek Scotland who remained unbeaten. The star set of the night was set 7, when the match score was tied at 3:3. Mal Kent took on the visiting No.1 John Rowan. Mal was excellent in this set, overcoming John's big hits with bigger hits of his own to take the set in the 5th. 4:3 to Bath St. But try as they might the team, just like the E Team before them, couldn't get over the line. Andy narrowly losing out to John Rowan 8:11 in the 5th end before Derek Scotland closed out the match for Arriva when Mal couldn't repeat his earlier form in the final set. Despite the outcome, the team captain said it was, "a great match played in good spirit as it should be". 
Bath St F consisting of captain Dave Noden, Darren Taylor, Josh Taylor and Micky White, faced a stern test at home against a strong Cadwa C side in the Division 4 Divisional Cup. And in this it was the young men of Bath St who starred - in particular Josh and Micky. Both remained unbeaten - Micky taking both singles and Josh taking his singles and 'carrying' his Dad, Darren, through in a splendid doubles. The doubles was the highlight of the night with Josh and Darren pulling back a 1:2 Cadwa lead against the very strong pair of Graham Reid and Neil Jennings with a nail biting 13:11 in the 4th end before securing the set 11:7 in the 5th. This gave the home side a 4:1 lead leaving Micky to step up to the table and polish off the next singles 3 straight to give an outstanding 5:1 victory.  
And finally we come to the G Team playing away to Bootle YMCA C in the Division 5 Divisional Cup. In new girl Julia Cornish the team seem to have found a very capable addition to the squad and were able to turn out possibly their strongest line up for this match - Keith Dudley, Billy Clayton, Albert Parker and Julia Cornish. Great captaincy by Des Logan, who often has the difficult task of knowing who to pick and who's available from his large squad. And it paid off! All played their part against a strong Bootle side, with the highlight being Keith and Albert maintaining their 100% record in a tight doubles match. The captain reports that "all the matches were high quality with a fine sporting spirit all round". A resounding 1:5 win for the Bath St team. 
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